
Principles of 
effective data 
visualisation

Effective table design



TABLE DESIGN

DATA COMPONENTS vs SUPPORT COMPONENTS

“MINIMISE NON DATA INK” – EDWARD TUFTE



Revenue ($) by product category

MINIMISE NON DATA INK



WIDE TABLES



WIDE TABLES



WIDE TABLES



SUMMARY INFORMATION – USE OF BOLD



SUMMARY INFORMATION – USE OF WHITE SPACE



HIGHLIGHTING DATA POINTS

Highest ever 6m sales in pies and sandwiches



ALIGNMENT



HEADING ALIGNMENT



HEADING ALIGNMENT



LEVEL OF PRECISION



REVENUE BY PRODUCT CATEGORY



REVENUE BY PRODUCT CATEGORY



TABLE DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Minimise non data ink

Use alignment and white space to create visual grouping
Right align numeric values
Left align categories
Consider appropriate level of precision
Use simple sans serif fonts


