
Principles of 
effective data 
visualisation

Thinking with our eyes



VISUAL PERCEPTION

1. ICONIC MEMORY 2. WORKING MEMORY 3. LONG TERM MEMORY
Acts like a buffer
Rapid processing
Automatic and unconscious
Pre-attentive processing

Temporary
Extremely limited in 
capacity
Only 3 or 4 chunks
Information passed to LTM 
or lost / forgotten

Much greater storage
Recall to help identify / prime 
perception in the future





HUMAN PERCEPTION - EXAMPLE
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